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Dear Friends of Nyumbani,

aster joy is still with us as we

celebrate the heart of our Chris-

tian faith—Christ isrisen. This
joyful spirit is enhanced for our children
because it is school vacation time. Sister
Julia arranged a stimulating vacation pro-
gram within the Nyumbani Home assisted
by a team of volunteers from the U.S.,
Sweden and Norway and an additional
friend from Ireland.

For our post-high school young peo-
ple, this has been a time of applying for
further education. Happily, from the
Nyumbani Home, John Mw. has been
accepted for a Law Degree, John M. for a
bridging course in mathematics, and
Knight gained admission to a diploma
course in Hospitality Management. From
Nyumbani Village, Erastus has been ac-
cepted for a diploma in Mass Communi-
cation while Mercy is awaiting accep-
tance for Nursing and Beatrice for
Teacher Training. These placements have
given us great joy. However, with in-
creased numbers reaching tertiary level
education, we are earnestly looking for
sponsors for these young adults to help
them finally become self-reliant.

March/April has been an exciting time
for Lea Toto, as we expanded into two
more center s, Mwi k
expansion necessitated considerable relo-
cation among present staff to effectively
absorb new members, and brought the
total staff number to over 100. For Pro-
gram Manager Nicholas Makau, it has
been a challenging but rewarding time
finding suitable locations, negotiating
with Ministry of Health and District offi-
cers, equipping the centers and supporting
the staff. | have just done a round of vis-
its to the eight locations and saw the
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benefit of some centers being able to off-
|l oad cases to Mwi
heard from staff the difference the new
centers make in the lives of our clients
through reducing their traveling distances.
Another development in Lea Toto is
having overseas students do internships
with us. Two masters students in social
work from Dominican University, Chi-
cago, have just completed 10 weeks of
internship, and we expect a medical stu-
dent from George Washington University
in the summer. This collaboration is also
happening in the Nyumbani Village,
where we now have a student from St.
Lawrence University, New York, and we
will welcome a fellow from Princeton
University in July. | also was recently
interviewed by a student from Harvard.
February 18 brought U.S. Ambassador
Michael E. Ranneberger to visit Nyum-
bani Village. He has been promising to
visit for a long time, but his unpredictable
schedule during this demanding time in
our political history did not make it possi-
ble; however, his daughter, Elizabeth,
volunteering with us did! Nyumbani Vil-
lage has now grown to 64 families with
662 children and 65 grandparents. We
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The first facility for HIV
positive orphans in Kenya

www.nyumbani.org

expected to complete Phase 3B in May
k ibut rewn with &l damity hooses eccupiet
except one, we need to solicit more funds
and begin building again.

I was delighted to join Lawson High
School in the Village for the closing cere-
mony of the first term on April 16. As

Si Mar y

the Principal, Sister Frances, and the staff
spoke of the experience of this founding
term, and prizes were distributed for vari-
ous achievements, | was aware that high
standards have already been put in place.
From the clapping of the students, |
sensed their enthusiasm and satisfaction.
It lifted my heart and gave me courage for
embarking on other pioneer projects.

(Continued on back page)

ster at

iSaves TRisnRate:. Octeher 1, 2010

lease join us on Friday, October 1 for the 17th Annual Benefit for Nyumbani at
the Ritz-Carlton, Washington, D.C. This event celebrates the accomplishments
and growth of the Nyumbani programs in Kenya over the past year and brings together

the friends who

into a success.

have

turned the vi

The event includes silent and live auctions that feature authentic African works in
a variety of media as well as local treasures and deals on special attractions. The silent
auction begins at 6 pm before the main event and the live auction begins at 7:30 pm
and features spirited auctioneer John Paul Womble. Tickets are on sale now and
special prices have been created for those under 30 years of age and for tables of ten.
Please visit www.nyumbani.org for purchasing information.
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Maryland Dentists Treat Nyumbani Children

dental team from Gaithersburg,

Maryland traveled to Nyumbani

Village in Kitui in February 2010,
where they provided screenings and
critical dental care to the children of the
Village. They then had time to treat staff,
teachers, the grandmothers, and even got
Sister Mary into the dental chair.

The group, led by Gaithersburg, Md.

dentists Dr. Paul Niesen and Dr. Larry
Fields, departed from Dulles International

l uggage. “Each
50-pound suitcases, so we had plenty of
room, but we were a little concerned
about getting surgical instruments, like
forceps and scal
Niesen says. However, with letters from
Sister Mary and the assistance of the Ken-
yan Embassy in Washington D.C., the
group was able to enter the country with-
out any problems.

The team began their efforts by dis-
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Sara Grimes (middle) cleans the chil-

drendés teeth while Dr

(right) examines a patient.

shift dental clinic. The dentists performed
tooth extractions and oral surgeries, while

Airport the day after a blizzard that para- tributing the toothbrushes to the children Grimes cleaned the <c¢h
lyzed the Washington D.C. area. Since it in the Village school and demonstrating which was a chore since many had never
was the group’s f i rpsopertooth-B1i @ s hion dNytu end la md agpleaeing.. “ We
they spent two day shadithesecuté stufeed anirhakpupets i | d r e teasn lamented they were barely
Home and visiting the Lea Toto clinics with big, toothy grins to help demonstrate  able to provide a fraction of needed treat-
before departing for the Village. proper brushing. However, some of these ~ ment, and have already started planning a
In addition to Niesen and Fields, the children had never seen a stuffed animal return trip. “These

team that treated the Village consisted of

toy, so the puppets may have been a little

ate need of more dental care. We prom-

Dr. Juanita Okemwa, a Kenyan-born den- scary,” Niesen s ay ssedSisteTNMary that thiswbuti noebaa we r e
tist practicing orthodontics in Washington screened for dental problems, using the one-time mission, and we plan on keeping
D.C.; Sara Grimes, a registered dental hy- Village’' s medi cal biwialt dipm@ ma s ea " madNk @ sen
gienist who works with Niesen; EA GIIMES  coeueeuetuetueteeeeeooosoosoosoosoossossocsocoscsscsscssssssssssssssacsscsscssssssssssss
who is employed with the Montgomery . ~ v
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year-old daughter Callyn.

Niesen and Grimes heard about the
children of the Village from Lloydie Zaiser
of K-E-S-T [Kenya Educational Service
Trips], who is a patient of their dental
practice. Initially, they lent support by do-
nating toothbrushes, but after hearing
about the positive effect the toothbrushes
had, “We inquired
Village and found out there was none, so
we knew we needed to do more to help the
orphans,” Niesen
putting together the team, including enlist-
ing the help of Dr. Okemwa, who spoke
the chil dren

The team also spread the word that
donations to purchase supplies were
needed. Another patient of their dental
practice was the principal at Spark Matsu-
naga Elementary School in Germantown,
Md., who enlisted
Student Council. The students held a drive
and collected over 1,500 toothbrushes for
the mission. “Our
student s’
running this drive. As a result, we were
able to provide new toothbrushes to the
entire Village, as well as donate the extra
brushes to the Home and the Lea Toto clin-
ics,” Niesen says.

Since there were no dental facilities in
the Village, the team had to transport all
instruments and supplies in their personal
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he board of the Children of God Re-

lief Fund (COGRF) met early this
year, after rescheduling twice because of
winter storms, to set goals for the coming
year. Building on our accomplishments
and successes of 2009 despite a difficult
economy, we plan to continue our fund-
raising efforts while maintaining and

g’ntng oﬁjr 1Bibnéhibs with®thef

international boards and our COGRF do-
nort/\z;lnd friends.

banr Vrllage in KItUI Those who have
t Kitui

orphaned children and grandparents has
not only become a reality, but a model for
Kenya and other countries in Africa. To
that end, we will produce a video that will

tell the story of the Village. Nihal D |IIOn
s%eﬁ‘t tw véeiksp in A(p TI fllrh E

upon her return WiII prepare avideo to be
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Communications Committee, chaired by
Jeff Browne, will prepare a press kit de-
scribing the structure, function, and eco-
nomics of the Village. Our hope is that a
major foundation will share our commit-
ment to this project.

Paula Lanco-Mutua, the vice-chair of
the Kenyan Board, will visit for two

Billstus thrg—)}@apon thevf(lﬁ?um belg
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of the Nyumbani programs and to meet
our supporters in the U.S. Suggestions
for speaking opportunities are welcome.
The Public Affairs Committee under
the leadership of Ben Palumbo will seek
to raise awareness of the Nyumbani pro-
grams, and especially the Village project,
to the thl The reception held during
|§t Mary’'s visit |
Capitol was a huge success, and we are
plannrng another reception this year.
is year's benefit

and celebrate the “fr

k n o w anld lmighlight thetVitlage: Larly Duka@n, s
s nati dYeﬁn 01l bﬁlﬂrr%gc%ngm%mty for HIV-

chair of the Corporate Donors Committee,
will seek support from corporate donors,
especially those who do business in
Kenya. The Auction Committee, chaired
by Gail Dalferes Condrey and Katie Stu-
zﬁt is bisy soliciting items.
Iso hope to develop better com-
munication with past volunteers and visi-
establish a “Fri
organf]zation to honor those who have
contributed to our successes and want to
remain involved. Please let me know if
you are interested.
Thanks to everyone who has contrib-
uted their time and talent to make Nyum-
bani such a success story.

Matrilyn Jerome , COGRF president,
mjeromegyn@aol.com
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'! which, with time, | managed to accept
| after praying to God to make me strong. |
do have bad memories of those who made
fun of me. It was not my wish to be born
HIV+, but with time | realized holding
grudges and having enemies only wors-
ened things. By the age of 10, I learned
that you do not solve a conflict by widen-
} y’ng the rifts so | let go of my bad feelings.
| believe we can all make the world a
better place through many ways. I, for

Being a oM
lam mum Terry and | joined Nyum-
bani in February 1997 after being intro-
duced by a good friend. | requested to
work as a volunteer because | was inter-
ested in helping less fortunate children
and challenged by the fact that Father
D> Agostino was a f
the plight of HIV+ children in Kenya.
At first | worked in the kitchen before

being moved to the laundry and house- their biological mother. | thank God that € ave chosen to restore hope to those
keeping. | was eventually assigned as a he has given me wisdom, knowledge and ~ WhO have lost it be- )
child care worker, a position | hold to this  the strength to guide the children. Itismy ~ C2use of their HIV i ;
day. This has been a very fulfilling ex- prayer that | will continue giving them the ~ Status—I wantto
perience because | work directly with the  motherly love they missed in their lives, ~ Prove that there s
children now and see them grow from We continue to pray for our friends more to life than
toddlers to teenagers. and all those who work to keep the vision ~ 4¢aling with their
Nyumbani has taught me thatnothing of Fr . Angel o D’ Ag 80§qu7 Sfatys- I o1 |
is impossible for a willing heart. In my _ would love to trave
cottage, | take care of 14 children ages 3 _ _ the world and spread
to 15. All of these children are either Teresia W. Ngina, the word that even
abandoned or orphaned. | strive to fill the 13 years of service though one is HIV+ .
gap that was left by losing their parents. positive, it doesn’t
Even though I have two children of my . . mean you hth? to waste away. _Yo_u are
own, I have taken it as my responsibility MY Life in Nyumbani capable of achieving anything in life just
to give guidance, love and care to these like anyone else. | want the world to
Nyumbani children, and they have given Now that the children of ~ know that with a positive attitude, it does
me joy in return. Nyumbani are older and seeking their not matter what your status is—you have
| draw strength from the words of way in the outside world, we have asked ~ the capability to conquer the world.
Jesus in Matthew 2 Shemgodell tisabouttheir experienses e v e r ! love all sports, especially extreme
you did for one of the least of these broth-  and hopes for the future. Here is what winter sports, but unfortunately, I did not

ers of mine, you diolinMwhoislfyearsoldasidesnah g I €w up in a cold are
been good to us at Nyumbani, and when- Nyumbani 15 years, had to say. John has worry about this either as there are plenty

ever we need him—especially when our ~ been selected to join Jomo Kenyatta Uni-  0f sports that I like, especially football.
kids are feeling unwell—he has com- versity. At Nyumbani, | always encourage my
forted and healed us. One of my great When you ask me what it was like younger brothers and sisters to be obedi-
challenges in this position was when one  growing up here in Nyumbani, it ishard €Nt and respectful. As for the youth of
of the children (Mark) had to undergo to find the words to describe it. But | Kenya, I would like to tell them that life
head surgery twice, which was hard on would narrow it down to few words: is what you want it to be if you can BE
both him and those who now love and Nyumbani is home. Home is where happi-  [N€ changes you want to see. To the youth
care for him. Another great challenge was  ness lives, and there is no place like it. in the USA, | would say: the old folks
suffering the loss of Sammy Kinyanjui, I realized what life was really about have had their turn a
who was sick for a very long time. This when 1 was 8 years old. | got the inspira- ' "€ world is ours so
was a trying time for me and the children  tion from a nurse by the name Mrs. place and clean up the places where our
in my cottage. He died in 2008. Nzinzi. When I fell ill, she always nursed ancestors, forefather§ a_md .parents.falled

Beyond the challenges and daily jobs  me back to health. | was determined from SO that we can stop living in the sins of
of raising the children, Nyumbani has then on to be a doctor so that | would yesterday. _
supported me and others like me by mak-  never become sick and if I ever did, | Last but not least, if I could talk to
ing it possible for us to be trained—for would be able to take care of myself, Of ~ USA supporters, | would send out a big .
me, in child devel eoorssédreuhsdo cleatyd oledtimeas * s Shout of “thank you.
rights and numerous other topics. Last you grow up. that whatever you continue to do for us
August, | had the privilege of visiting I'loved to learn new things in my early ~Means the world to us. You are true ex- _
Ireland with some of the children for years, but experienced difficulties be- amples of what the Bi
three weeks, courtesy of the Irish Board. cause my English was poor. | worked hungry and you gave me food. | was na-
It was a special time for me since it was very hard on my grammar by reading ked and you .clothed me, now enter Into
my first travel out of the country, and it many books and watching a lot of English t h_ e kingdom O_f my Fat
was special, too, because | knew whatit ~ movies. | am now happy to say I can bani cannot repay your generosity but
meant for the children. communicate in English easily. pray for you always and remain humbled

| have bonded with the children in my Social stigma was a major challenge | DY your love and kindness.
cottage to the point that | feel as if | am faced. | had to put up with many insults John M.



Dear Friends
(Continued from page 1)

One of these pioneer projects is near
completion: The Genetic Analyser is
now installed in our Diagnostic Labora-
tory, the first of three training sessions
has taken place, two others will happen
in early May, and we should be opera-
tional by mid-May. Marketing the lab
outside of Nyumbani will be the next
challenge. However, with no diagnostic
resistance testing available in Kenya
(necessitating sending samples out of the
country for this testing), we expect the
market will build up quickly.

Building of a laboratory to the stan-
dards for the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and the World Health
Organization is our next project. Were it
not for Barbara Albert, whom I met
through Micato Safaris and who,
through pledging a large donation, gave
the impetus to embark on this ambitious
venture, its realization would still be a
dream. Since then, two of our Nyum-

bani boards and two friends of Nyum-
bani have pledged their support. We are
extremely grateful to Alliance BioSci-
ences, Virginia, and in particular, Dr.
Ryan Burnette, who assisted our archi-
tect, Mr. Wambaa with the design of the
lab. Gifts of service and in kind have
been coming our way in abundance.
February brought a dental team headed
by Dr. Paul Niesen to Nyumbani Village
(See story on page 2). Dr. Tomi Browne
came with a team of audiologists for the
fourth time to continue her pioneering
audiology care for all our children. To
our surprise and joy, Dr. Andrew Sicree
from Pennsylvania told us in an email to
prepare for a consignment of library
books—70 boxes duly arrived. Richard
and Mary Oates have set up a four-year
Opportunity Scholarship award to assist
with education. We also received a gift
of 80 solar lamps for the Nyumbani Vil-
lage from Japan, funding for a shallow
well from the Schellhaass family in the
U.S.; and donor Jane Mbeere ran a mara-
thon from Muscat to Dubai and is shar-

ing the proceeds with Nyumbani.

We also recently received a visit
from a delegation to Kenya of Members
of Parliament from the Committee on
HIV in Uganda, who were greatly sur-
prised, but interested to learn about our
beginning resistance testing. This visit
was followed by an invitation for me to
make a presentation on Nyumbani at a
conference in Kampala hosted by the
Joint Learning Initiative on Children and
AIDS held in Kampala.

Contacts, visitors, volunteers, dona-
tions from USA Friends of Nyumbani
continue as always to support us. Father
D’ Agostino’s
spire. And often there come requests
from writers/journalists for information
about his founding of Nyumbani. God
continues to care for us as we expand the
vision further and further, certain that
care of children, especially our children,
is one of the greatest needs in our world
today.

Gratefully,

Sr. Mary Owens, IBVM

Our thanks for bringing healthy smiles to
Nyumbani Village
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